
DAVID S. ISHII FOUNDATION
The 2008-2009 Bill Gee Memorial Scholarship  
and Monte Ito Memorial Scholarship Awards

THE PROGRAM

Under the sponsorship of the Honolulu Star-Bulletin and Honolulu Advertiser, two $1,500 college scholar-
ships will be awarded to Hawai‘i high school seniors or college students from Hawai‘i at the conclusion of the 
2008-2009 school year. One will be named in honor of Bill Gee, the late Star-Bulletin sportswriter, and the 
other in honor of Monte Ito, the late Advertiser sportswriter. These scholarships will recognize outstanding 
achievements or potential in journalism and golf, and an appreciation of both.

Scholarships will be awarded to students who, in the opinion of the judges, submit the best essay illustrating a 
passion for journalism and golf. Examples of published work can also be submitted to enhance an entry. 

ELIGIBILITY

The competition is open to seniors expecting to graduate from any Hawai‘i high school at the conclusion of 
the 2008-2009 school year, or current college students from Hawai‘i who have at least one year of school re-
maining. Entrants need not be planning to major in journalism.

HOW TO ENTER

Entries must be received by Friday, June 5, 2009. Winners will be notified soon after. Entries must be 
mailed or delivered to:

  Ann Miller
  Honolulu Advertiser Sports Dept.

  605 Kapiolani Blvd.
  Honolulu, HI  96813

REQUIREMENTS

Entrants are required to submit:
1. A one-to-two page essay illustrating your interest in journalism and golf. 
2. This completed entry form (see back).

A resume (highlighting journalism and/or golf achievements) and up to three samples of your work can be in-
cluded to enhance your entry. You may submit only one entry annually.

JUDGING

An independent panel of professional journalists will judge the entries.

QUESTIONS

Should be directed to Bill Bachran at the Sony Open in Hawai‘i (523-7888), Ann Miller at The Honolulu 
Advertiser (525-8043) or Arnold Hiura at MBFT Media (256-7193).



 DAVID S. ISHII FOUNDATION
 The 2008-2009 Bill Gee Memorial Scholarship
 and Monte Ito Memorial Scholarship Awards

(Please print or type)

Name __________________________________________________________________
            First                               Middle                  Last

Home/Mailing address _________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________   Zip Code _______________

Telephone _______________________  Local number (if different) _____________

School _________________________________________  2008-09 year in school ________

School address _______________________________________________________________

Signature of student ______________________________________ Date _________________

The David S. Ishii Foundation was formed in 2000 to promote and advance the game of golf, and to educate 
the public as to its benefits to society. It has sponsored the Hawai‘i state high school championships since 
1997 and provides additional help for juniors. Pro golfer David Ishii won the 1973 state high school title.

BILL GEE

The former associate sports editor of the 

Honolulu Star-Bulletin died in November, 

1990, at the age of 77. Gee covered sports 

for 46 years for the Star-Bulletin, retiring 

in 1980. He developed a passion for golf 

after covering his first tournament and the 

lefthander once played to a 10-handicap.

In 1989, Gee was inducted into the Aloha 

Section PGA Hawai‘i Golf Hall of Fame. 

He was one of Hawai‘i's most respected 

sports historians and authored two books, 

“Hawaiian Golf Almanac” and “Golden 

Moments in Hawaii Sports.”

MONTE ITO

Former Honolulu Advertiser sportswriter Monte Ito died 
in January of 1996 at the age of 85. Ito covered golf – and 
every other sport – for 50 years, retiring in 1994. He was 
inducted into the Aloha Section PGA Hawai‘i Golf Hall of 
Fame in 1990. The Hawaiian Open media tent was named 
after Ito two years earlier.

When he wasn't writing, Ito was often playing golf. He was 
somewhat infamous as “commissioner” and founder of the 
venerable Dawn Patrol, his golf club that played all over 
O‘ahu.

Former Advertiser editor Gerry Keir called Ito “a legend” 
in Hawai‘i sports journalism, especially in the golf world. 
“Nobody I've ever met loved golf the way Monte did, and 
that love came across to his readers,” Keir said. “On top of 
that, he was just a nice, nice man.”


